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(6) Personal fall arrest systems and
components subjected to impact load-
ing shall be immediately removed from
service and shall not be used again for
employee protection until inspected
and determined by a qualified person to
be undamaged and suitable for reuse.

(7) The employer shall provide for
prompt rescue of employees in the
event of a fall or shall ensure that em-
ployees are able to rescue themselves.

(8) Body belts shall be at least one
and five-eighths inches (4.13 cm) wide.

(9) Personal fall arrest systems and
components shall be used only for em-
ployee fall protection and not to hoist
materials.

(d) Training. Before using personal
fall arrest equipment, each affected
employee shall be trained to under-
stand the application limits of the
equipment and proper hook-up, anchor-
ing, and tie-off techniques. Affected
employees shall also be trained so that
they can demonstrate the proper use,
inspection, and storage of their equip-
ment.

[61 FR 26352, May 24, 1996, as amended at 67
FR 44544, July 3, 2002]

§1915.160 Positioning device systems.

Positioning device systems and their
use shall conform to the following pro-
visions:

(a) Criteria for connectors and anchor-
ages. (1) Connectors shall have a corro-
sion-resistant finish, and all surfaces
and edges shall be smooth to prevent
damage to interfacing parts of this sys-
tem.

(2) Connecting assemblies shall have
a minimum tensile strength of 5,000
pounds (22.24 Kn).

(3) Positioning device systems shall
be secured to an anchorage capable of
supporting at least twice the potential
impact load of an employee’s fall.

(4) Snaphooks, unless each is of a
locking type designed and used to pre-
vent disengagement, shall not be con-
nected to each other. As of January 1,
1998, only locking type snaphooks shall
be used in positioning device systems.

(b) Criteria for positioning device Sys-
tems. (1) Restraint (tether) lines shall
have a minimum breaking strength of
3,000 pounds (13.34 Kn).

29 CFR Ch. XVII (7-1-13 Edition)

(2) The following system performance
criteria for positioning device systems
are effective November 20, 1996:

(i) A window cleaner’s positioning
system shall be capable of with-
standing without failure a drop test
consisting of a 6 foot (1.83 m) drop of a
250-pound (113.4 kg) weight. The system
shall limit the initial arresting force to
not more than 2,000 pounds (8.9 Kn),
with a duration not to exceed 2 milli-
seconds. The system shall limit any
subsequent arresting forces imposed on
the falling employee to not more than
1,000 pounds (4.45 Kn);

(ii) All other positioning device sys-
tems shall be capable of withstanding
without failure a drop test consisting
of a 4 foot (1.22 m) drop of a 250-pound
(113.4 kg) weight.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (b)(2) OF THIS SECTION:
Positioning device systems which comply
with the provisions of section 2 of non-man-
datory appendix B to this subpart shall be
deemed to meet the requirements of this
paragraph (b)(2).

(c) Criteria for the use and care of posi-
tioning device systems. (1) Positioning
device systems shall be inspected be-
fore each use for mildew, wear, dam-
age, and other deterioration. Defective
components shall be removed from
service.

(2) A positioning device system or
component subjected to impact loading
shall be immediately removed from
service and shall not be used again for
employee protection, unless inspected
and determined by a qualified person to
be undamaged and suitable for reuse.

(d) Training. Before using a posi-
tioning device system, employees shall
be trained in the application limits,
proper hook-up, anchoring and tie-off
techniques, methods of use, inspection,
and storage of positioning device sys-
tems.

[61 FR 26352, May 24, 1996, as amended at 67
FR 44544, July 3, 2002]

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART I OF PART
1915—NON-MANDATORY GUIDELINES
FOR HAZARD ASSESSMENT, PER-
SONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
(PPE) SELECTION, AND PPE TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM

This appendix is intended to provide com-
pliance assistance for hazard assessment, se-
lection of personal protective equipment
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